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FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK 

Faction Naming  
 
The school is focusing on using and promoting student voice. This term I met 
with the Faction Leaders to discuss renaming our factions using Noongar 
words that are connected to the local area. The students came up with a variety 
of categories and ideas. They considered what other local primary schools were 
using as they wanted Bull Creek to be a point of difference. The students 
discussed trees, parks, rivers, lakes, animals and famous Indigenous people. 
After a lengthy conversation the students decided on animals. We contacted 
Piney Lakes and learnt about the local animals in the area and the Noongar 
names. The Faction Leaders looked at over 40 animals, voted and narrowed 
choices down to fifteen.  

The Faction Leaders then gave each class a voting sheet to get Student Voice across the school.  
 
The results were tallied up from all the classes and you can see the results below: 
 
Willy Wagtail – Djidi Djidi – 82 votes 

Possum - Koomal – 35 votes 

Bandicoot – Quenda – 34 votes 

Kangaroo – Yonga – 31 votes 

 
The students drew the faction colour and animal from a lucky dip matching up a faction with the 
animal. Hopefully the school can engage with a local elder to develop future artwork mascots for the 
factions.  
 
Please see the new faction names below: 
 
Red – Yonga 

Green - Koomal 

Blue - Quenda 

Gold – Djidi Djidi 

 
Thank You 
 
Thank you to my dedicated and professional staff and students who have worked tirelessly through 
the hardest pandemic term ever. I would like to wish everyone in our school community a happy and 
healthy holiday. I hope you all find time to rest, relax and reset.  



FROM THE DEPUTIES DESK 

Interm Swimming Lessons 
 

Last week the children commenced the Education Department’s Swimming Lessons at Riverton Leisureplex. 
These lessons are an important part of the Physical Education Program and ensure that all children have 
access to swimming lessons. We would like to commend the students on their behaviour whilst at the pool and 
travelling to and from the pool on the bus. 
 
 
WAnjoo Incursion 
 

As part of our NAIDOC week celebrations, on Wednesday 29 June, the children participated in a Noongar 
Language Workshop run by Gina Williams and Guy Ghouse. The WAnjoo Workshop, shares and teaches a 
suite of songs and poignant stories in the Noongar language. With Guy on the acoustic instruments and Gina 
on vocals, they harmoniously combine music with language education. The workshop sessions are lively and 
involve getting the students up and about dancing and having fun. 
 
Winter Carnival 
 

 
Reports 
 

Semester One reports were sent electronically on Monday 27th June. A reminder to download or print a copy 
of your child’s report as the link is only accessible for 4 weeks.  Previous reports can also be accessed through 
your Connect login. 
  
Thanks to all staff for the commitment, time and effort they put into writing student reports. 
 
Bull Creek’s Got Talent 
  
A great holiday activity for the children would be to practise an item either individually or in a group for this 
year’s Bull Creek’s Got Talent. Auditions will take place in weeks one and two ready for the big event in week 
three. Students will need to provide a copy of their music for their item. 
 
The prefects will be promoting this event and taking down names for auditions. 
 
Cross Country 
 

The Faction Cross Country will take place on Tuesday 26 July for students in Years 1-6. The carnival begins at 
9.00am and concludes at approximately 11.15am. The students have been training very hard and their fitness 
levels have improved. I would encourage children to continue running during the school holidays to ensure 
fitness levels remain high. 

New Enrolments 
 

Over the past few weeks, we have received numerous new enrolments. We would like to welcome the new 
families to our school and the Bull Creek Community. We are confident that they will be made to feel a part of 
our fabulous school community. 
 
PD Day-June 3 
 

Staff engaged in Professional Learning on Friday 3 June. The main topic was Brightpath, a program which has 
been adopted by many schools as a tool for evaluating writing, maths and science. The Brightpath software 
assists teachers to make reliable judgements. Staff also spent time examining current curriculum resources for 
use in the classroom. 



 CHAPLAIN CHAT 

  

Hi parents and care givers,  

 

The kids are going to be home for 2 weeks, yay!   

 

Here are some simple ideas for family fun times.  

 

Build a Jigsaw together -Day 1 Go out with the kids and find a jigsaw in 

a theme they like and build it together as a family over the 2 weeks. 

Celebrate its completion with a treat. Maybe you could take a photo and 

bring it in to show the class next term?  

 

A trip to Kings Park- There are so many cool playgrounds, beautiful 
views, stunning flora and fauna. There is also a new app you can download 
on your phone to further enhance your experience. There is something for 
everyone. 
 
 
Check out the cool playgrounds in Perth. There are many!  
Here is a link to get your started.  
https://perthisok.com/best-of-wa/best-kids-playgrounds-perth/ 
 
And of course, there are bush walks/bike rides & picnics. We live in such a 
beautiful city, even in Winter we have sunshine. Make sure you get out and 
about together, breathe in the fresh air and beautiful surroundings we are 
so blessed with.  
 
Take  care,   
 
Pauline 
Chaplain   

https://perthisok.com/best-of-wa/best-kids-playgrounds-perth/


SCHOOL NEWS 

 
NAIDOC Week Celebrations 
 

NAIDOC Week 2022 is from 3-10 July, which falls during the school holidays, and consequently 
the students and staff at Bull Creek Primary will be celebrating this during Week 10. 
 
Each classroom participated in a variety of different activities focusing on Noongar Culture. The 
children completed entries for a colouring in or poster competition reflecting this year’s theme,  
“Get Up! Stand Up! Show Up!” The finished artwork will be displayed around the school. 
 

 
NAIDOC Week Competition Winners 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

NAIDOC WEEK 

Wattle 1 Natalie Banksia 2 Eli 

Wattle 2 Daniel Banksia 3 Kane 

Wattle 3 Sloan Sheoak 4 Jaime 

Wattle 4 Hannah Sheoak 5 Sophie 

Wattle 5 Madison Sheoak 6 Grace/Hayley 

Wattle 6 Georgia Banksia 4 Ella 

Wattle 7 Bethany Banksia 5 Jack 

Wattle 10 Sophie Banksia 6 Eva 

Prizes—Frisbees 

 



SCHOOL NEWS 

Selected Year 5 and 6 students represented Bull Creek Primary at the 2022 SCISA 

(South Canning Interschool Sports Association) Winter Carnival, participating in 

Netball and AFL. All students participated with gusto, enthusiasm and teamwork. The 

students showed dedication and sportsmanship and should be very proud of their 

positive attitude and effort.  

 

Our Netball A team was successful in winning the shield. The Netball B team performed 

extremely well all day and our AFL team had mixed results but were very competitive. 

An enormous thank you to Mr Tisdale and Miss Francis for training and managing our teams. 
Also, thanks to Mr Tisdale for organising a successful day. 
 
 

WINTER CARNIVAL 



  

 SCHOOL NEWS 

  BE YOU ACTION TEAM 

Cultural Diversity and Mental Health 
 
Helping children and young people understand, respect and appreciate cultural differences 
gives them a sense of belonging in our learning community.  
 
The Be You Action Group met in Week Nine this term and a focus was looking at the diversity 
of cultures in our school. 
 
Why is culture important?  
 
Over a quarter of resident Australians are born overseas. Migration has also contributed to the 
richness in diversity of cultures and ethnicities at Bull Creek Primary School. At Bull Creek 
Primary School, 37 percent of the students are those whose first language is a language or 
dialect other than English (EALD). There are 43 different languages spoken at home and also 
many variations of English. 
 
Children and young people will form friendships, learn with and interact with people from 
many cultures different to their own. When children and young people grow up to understand, 
appreciate and respect the cultural and ethnic diversity around them, it contributes to a 
positive and accepting community, which benefits everyone. It benefits individuals, as when 
people feel accepted, respected and included, they have better mental health. Children and 
young people develop the skills and attitudes that will assist them in their relationships and 
working life, which contributes to their social and emotional wellbeing. It also benefits 
communities, as environments where people enjoy positive mental health are more pro-social 
and more productive. 
 
Respect for diversity is related to people’s sense of belonging: 
 
When diversity is valued and respected, people are more likely to develop social connections 
to others and a sense of belonging to their community. When a child or young person feels 
their family, cultural background and individual uniqueness are respected and valued, their 
sense of identity, belonging and self-esteem is strengthened. They’re more likely to participate 
in social experiences and form strong relationships in their early learning service or school 
community. This acts as a buffer to stress when they’re experiencing difficulties. Those who 
have supportive and positive relationships in their life (that is, people to talk to, trust and 
depend on) are less likely to experience feelings of depression and anxiety compared to those 
who have fewer social connections. Feeling cared about and respected is a protective factor for 
mental health and wellbeing. Your role in promoting a mentally healthy learning community 
is important to children and young people’s individual sense of belonging. It’s also important 
for building stronger communities into the future, because attitudes and behaviours towards 
people who are different to oneself are developed in early childhood.  
 
Bull Creek Be You Action Committee 



  

 SCHOOL NEWS 

  BE YOU ACTION TEAM 

I’m the School Psychologist at Bull Creek Primary and have been at our lovely 
school since 2019. Prior to joining the Bull Creek family I worked in a range of 
primary and high schools both in the metro area and out in rural/remote parts 
of our wonderful state. With my role I work across all 3 levels of support at the 
school from supporting whole school directions and processes, small group 
activities and parent workshops, and individual counselling and assessments. 
  
I always say to the kids I have the best job as mine is simply to help. To help 
students, staff and parents understand themselves and those around them so 
that we can all support each other with understanding and compassion (and 
not judgement) to be the best we can be. You may have seen the notices for the 
Triple P parenting workshops or the Kindy Orientation sessions so please come 
along to those as I’d love to meet you. 
  
My wife and I have a little girl with another child on the way later this year! 
Final fun fact; I’m a keen scuba diver and have dived with large schools of 
friendly sharks in some amazing places both home and abroad. 

Carmen Pinker 

I am in my fifth year of teaching at Bull Creek Primary School and have a 

special interest in differentiation in the classroom and the mental health 

challenges that often go hand in hand with students requiring both academic 

extension and academic support.  

 

As a parent with two children now starting their journey into adulthood, I 

am very aware of the complex challenges that face students today. Society 

has also changed and with that, the importance of learning communities as 

support networks and places of belonging has become more evident. 

 

I feel privileged and excited to be part of the Be You Action Team and I look 
forward to working with the team to proactively support the mental health 
and wellbeing of our learning community, including staff, students and 
families. Together, we can be the village our children need. 

Jon Heath 
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 SCHOOL NEWS 

 

 

  SCIENCE 

The students have been very busy this term conducting 

investigations in Science. The focus has been on Biological Sciences 

which involves the study of living things.  

They have used their observations to study a wide range of living 

organisms. The students have grown micro-organisms (fungi and 

yeast), germinated seeds, examined annelids (worms) and other 

small invertebrates.  

Next semester, in Physical Sciences they will learn about different 

forms of energy (light, heat, sound, electrical, chemical) or forces 

(pushes and pulls). 

 

A reminder that National Science Week (13-21 August) is next 
term.  

A Science Alive incursion has been organised for Pre-Primary to 
Year 6 students. There will also be many fun hands-on lunchtime 
Science activities all week.  

Specialist teachers are also conducting cross curricular activities 
based on the school theme for National Science Week  
(Glass: More than meets the eye).  
 
More information will be provided at a later date.  

NATIONAL SCIENCE WEEK 
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  SHEOAK 5 

Wow!!! Term 2 has certainly flown by.  We have all learnt so much, made 
wonderful friends and had lots of fun.  

We have been lucky enough to celebrate NAIDOC week this week. We talked 
about and viewed different flags from around the world and finished looking at 
the Aboriginal flag. Our Kindy children then used the colours of the Aboriginal 
flag to make a necklace. We had to create a pattern and use our fine motor skills 
to thread the pieces on. We were all very proud of our necklaces. We also looked 
at special pieces of Aboriginal Art and had a go at some dot painting like art 
ourselves.  

Week 9 and 10 has been swimming lessons for our Pre-primary children. We 
decided to use these lessons as inspiration for some recount writing and as our 
week 10 art activity. 

 

 

We think we look amazing as 
cool little swimmers.  

 

 

 

After a big term, we are all very tired and are looking forward to the school 
holidays. We wish everyone a fabulous, safe and relaxing holiday. 

 WATTLE 8 



 SCHOOL NEWS 

 

 WATTLE 1 

 

 

 

 

 

This term the students have also been learning to write procedures. The Year Three’s 
have become experts in recipes, game instructions and rules. The unit of work 
started with the class providing Miss Lai with steps to making a vegemite sandwich. 
The students quickly realised they were yet to develop the text structure and 
language features needed as the final vegemite sandwich Miss Lai created ended up 
in 11 back to front messy triangles.  
 
Throughout the unit of work students explored and analysed a range of procedures 
to find the language features required to create a specific, clear and precise 
masterpiece. This required watching videos and following steps to create a dart 
plane, analysing and annotating recipes to find the perfect vocabulary needed. 
Students also investigated a range of common family games such as connect-4 and 
scrabble to which they had to suggest improvements to the instructions. They did 
such an excellent job presenting their findings to the class that they wanted Miss Lai 
to send it off to the game companies. We also got to make our very own funny face 
biscuit, however students had to create the perfect recipe first.  
 
One of our news topic was “Mr and Mrs Maker” where we chose our very own “how 
to make….” to show our class. Students shared their recipes for honey joys, 
dumplings, origamis, art projects and many more! We completed the unit with flying 
colours by choosing one type of procedure to write and share with the class.  
 
It has been a fun, busy term. We hope everyone has a lovely school holidays.  
 
It has been a wonderful term in Wattle One, We cannot wait to see what we continue 
getting up to in Year 3. Enjoy the school holidays everyone !  

What busy term it has been in Wattle One! 
 
In health this term we have explored the concept of resilience which is also a Bull 
Creek School value. This led into our very own class virtual assembly on all things 
resilience. The students choregraphed their very own dance for the song “Bounce 
back”, created their own scripts and skits, and took part in putting together a 
backdrop for the assembly. Thank you Mr Marshall for your creative input when 
filming our assembly! You’re an excellent film maker. 
 
 
 Resilience to us means..  
 
 
 
“It means to always try your best and never give up.” – Niya 
 
“That we are always trying our best even when things are hard, and it also means 
we never give up, we just keep trying again and again”. – Lana  
 
“You always bounce back with any challenges you may need to face in life.” – Ben  
 
“Keep on trying and trying, you practise, which makes progress!  Also it means you 
can challenge yourself”. – Natalie 



 SCHOOL NEWS 

 

 

This week the students in Banksia 1, 2 and 3 have been celebrating NAIDOC Week!  

NAIDOC Week celebrations are held across Australia each July to celebrate the 

history, culture and achievements of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. 

We completed a range of activities following on from our National Reconciliation 

Week learning experiences. These included learning about: 

· Aboriginal symbols and representing stories in artwork 

· Noongar language and songs 

· Aboriginal yarns and stories 

We had a great time talking, learning and playing together! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fremantle Language Development Centre 

Kellie from the Association for the Welfare of Children in Hospital WA came to visit 

the children from B2 and W9. The Hospital Incursion Program is designed to prepare 

young healthy children for possible hospitalisation or visits to the doctor or dentist. 

The aim is to minimise anxiety, fear and misconceptions children may have about 

medical intervention. The children participated in discussion about their own hospital 

experiences and were shown various items of medical equipment. Then the children 

watched a video in which a child is admitted to hospital and is taken through the usual    

procedures. Finally, the children participated in guided play where they had the 

opportunity to dress up as doctors, nurses, surgeons, ambulance drivers and patients. 

The children have been running their own hospital in both classes this term. 

 

On National Sorry Day the children in B2 painted our 
classroom door. They also made their own Native Hibiscus   
flowers. These flowers were chosen to symbolise the scattering 
of the stolen    generations. This flower was adopted as it is 
widely found across Australia, it is resilient and a   survivor. 
The purple colour represents compassion and spiritual healing. 
During Reconciliation Week, we reflected on Australia’s past 
and celebrated Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander culture.  



 

Fremantle Language Development Centre 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Term 3 - Week 2  

Monday, 25 July School Photos 

Tuesday, 26 July Faction Cross Country—Years 1—6 

Wednesday, 27 July Bike Ed Incursion 

Thursday, 28 July School Photos 

Term 3 - Week 3  

Monday, 01 August PEAC Testing—Year 4 

Tuesday, 02 August P&C Meeting 

Wednesday, 03 August Bike Ed Incursion 

Friday, 05 August Bull Creek’s Got Talent 

Term 3 - Week 4  

Wednesday, 10 August Board Meeting 

Wednesday, 10 August Bike Ed Incursion 

Term 3 - Week 5  

Monday, 15 August Science Week 

Tuesday, 16 August Interschool Cross Country 

Wednesday, 16 August Science Alive Incursion 

Thursday, 18 August My Favourite Sports Outfit Dress Up Day 

Term 3 - Week 1  

Monday, 18 July PD Day—NO SCHOOL TODAY 

Tuesday, 19 July School starts today 

Wednesday, 20 July Bike Ed Incursion 







P & C NEWS 

Offer ends 31 July 2022 

https://www.entertainment.com.au/orderbooks/860z42 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.entertainment.com.au%2Forderbooks%2F860z42&data=05%7C01%7Cleandrea.lance%40education.wa.edu.au%7Ca83cc818cc334302239908da3dfa80c8%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361627%7C0%7C0%7C63789044335248
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